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1      SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

2          FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

3

4  DEPARTMENT 39       HON.  TONY L. RICHARDSON, JUDGE

5  VERANDAGLOBAL.COM, INC., A    )
  FLORIDA CORPORATION, AND BRYAN  )
6  TALLMAN, CALIFORNIA CITIZEN,   )
                  )
7           PLAINTIFFS,  )
                  )
8  VS.               ) CASE NO. 23STCV19554
                  )
9  INTERNET CORPORATION FOR     )
  ASSIGNED NAMES AND NUMBERS, A  )

10  CALIFORNIA CORPORATION, AND   )
  DOES 1-10,            )
11                  )
           DEFENDANTS.  )

12  _______________________________ )

13

14        REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

15          WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 2025

16

17  APPEARANCES:

18  FOR PLAINTIFFS:  HELLMICH LAW GROUP, P.C.
  (VIA LACC)     BY:  CHRISTOPHER HELLMICH, ESQ.
19           40101 MONTEREY AVENUE
           B1, #419
20           RANCHO MIRAGE, CA 92270

21           TFPC, A MAINE PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
           BY:  TALCOTT J. FRANKLIN, ESQ.
22           (PRO HAC VICE)
           181 WESTERN PROMENADE
23           PORTLAND, MAINE 04102

24

25  (APPEARANCES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.)

26

27  REPORTED BY:    JENNIFER AGUILAR, CSR NO. 12993
           OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER PRO TEMPORE
28           JOB NO. 10156719
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1  APPEARANCES CONTINUED:

2  FOR DEFENDANT:   JONES DAY
           BY:  JEFFREY A. LEVEE, ESQ.
3           BY:  KELLY M. WATNE, ESQ.
           555 SOUTH FLOWER STREET
4           FIFTIETH FLOOR
           LOS ANGELES, CA 90071
5

6  ALSO PRESENT:   AMY STATHOS, ESQ.
           CASANDRA FUREY, ESQ.
7
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1  CASE NUMBER:      23STCV19554

2  CASE NAME:       VERANDAGLOBAL.COM, INC., ET AL.
             VS. ICANN, ET AL.
3
  LOS ANGELES, CA     WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 2025
4
  DEPARTMENT NO. 39    HON. TONY L. RICHARDSON
5
  APPEARANCES:      (AS HERETOFORE NOTED)
6
  REPORTER:        JENNIFER AGUILAR, CSR NO. 12993
7
  TIME:          MORNING SESSION
8

9       (PROCEEDINGS WERE HELD IN OPEN COURT.)

10

11      THE COURT:  ALL RIGHT.  I THINK WE'RE AT THE

12  POINT OF ADDRESSING OUR MOTIONS NOW.  THE FIRST OF WHICH

13  IS VERANDAGLOBAL VERSUS INTERNET CORP.

14      MR. FRANKLIN:  GOOD MORNING.

15      MR. HELLMICH:  GOOD MORNING, YOUR HONOR.

16  CHRIS HELLMICH ON VIA REMOTE FOR PLAINTIFF.

17      MR. FRANKLIN:  AND TALCOTT FRANKLIN LIVE FOR

18  PLAINTIFF.

19      THE COURT:  OKAY.

20      MR. LEVEE:  GOOD MORNING, YOUR HONOR.

21  JEFF LEVEE AND KELLY WATNE OF JONES DAY FOR DEFENDANT

22  ICANN.  AND THEN WITH US BY PHONE ON YOUR ZOOM IS

23  AMY STATHOS AND CASANDRA FUREY.

24      THE COURT:  WELL, HOLD ON.  I DON'T SEE THEM.

25      MR. LEVEE:  THEY ARE WITH ICANN'S OFFICE OF

26  GENERAL COUNSEL.  THEY HAVE NOT SEPARATELY APPEARED.

27      THE COURT:  OKAY.

28      MR. LEVEE:  THEY'RE JUST ON THE ZOOM CALL.
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1      THE COURT:  THEY'RE JUST OBSERVING?

2      MR. LEVEE:  CORRECT.

3      THE COURT:  THE COURT DOESN'T NEED TO HEAR FROM

4  THEM, I TAKE IT.

5      MR. LEVEE:  YES, THAT'S CORRECT.

6      THE COURT:  OKAY.  WELCOME TO COUNSEL.

7      MADAM COURT CLERK, I PRINTED OUT MY COPY OF

8  THE -- ALL RIGHT.

9      WE'RE ALSO HERE WITH MADAM COURT REPORTER.  IF

10  SHE WOULD KINDLY STATE HER NAME AND CREDENTIALS, THAT

11  WOULD BE APPRECIATED.

12      THE COURT REPORTER:  YES, YOUR HONOR.

13  JENNIFER AGUILAR, COURT REPORTER NO. 12993.

14      THE COURT:  OKAY.  THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

15      GIVE ME A MOMENT.  LET ME GRAB MY --

16      MR. LEVEE:  WE HAVE AN EXTRA COPY, YOUR HONOR,

17  IF YOU --

18      THE COURT:  NO, I PREFER MY OWN.  BUT WE'LL

19  TAKE A BRIEF RECESS.  PLEASE, HAVE A SEAT.

20      MR. LEVEE:  THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.

21

22           (BRIEF RECESS WAS TAKEN.)

23

24      THE COURT:  ALL RIGHT.  WE'LL GO BACK ON THE

25  RECORD.  THIS MATTER IS BEFORE THE COURT BY WAY OF A CASE

26  MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE AS WELL AS A HEARING ON A DEMURRER

27  WITHOUT MOTION TO STRIKE.  THE CLERK POSTED A TENTATIVE

28  CONCERNING THIS MATTER.
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1      DO THE PARTIES WISH TO BE HEARD?

2      MR. FRANKLIN:  YOUR HONOR, PLAINTIFFS DO.

3  WE'RE GOING TO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO AMEND, SO I'M NOT

4  HERE TO ARGUE ABOUT THE TENTATIVE RULING.

5      THE COURT:  WHY DON'T YOU -- YOU CAN SIT.  AND

6  IF YOU WISH TO HAVE THE FLOOR, SIR, YOU MAY HAVE IT.

7  THIS IS MR. FRANKLIN?

8      MR. FRANKLIN:  YES.  CORRECT.  AND AS I WAS

9  SAYING, WE ARE GOING TO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO AMEND, SO

10  I'M NOT HERE TO ARGUE ABOUT THE TENTATIVE RULING.  GIVEN

11  I'VE TRAVELED MORE MILES PROBABLY THAN ANYONE HERE TO SEE

12  YOU IN PERSON, I THOUGHT WE MIGHT -- AND SECONDLY,

13  BECAUSE I'D LOVE TO TRY A CASE IN FRONT YOUR HONOR, I WAS

14  HOPING WE COULD JUST DISCUSS A COUPLE OF ASPECTS OF THE

15  TENTATIVE RULING PRIOR TO MY HEADING BACK TO THE GREAT

16  STATE OF MAINE.

17      I ALSO WANTED TO THANK YOU AND OPPOSING COUNSEL

18  PERSONALLY FOR THE KINDNESS SHOWN WHEN MY MOTHER WAS

19  PASSING AWAY.  THAT WAS VERY MEANINGFUL, SO I'M GRATEFUL.

20      THE COURT:  SORRY.  MY CONDOLENCES.

21      MR. FRANKLIN:  THANK YOU.

22      THE COURT:  VERY MUCH SO.

23      MR. FRANKLIN:  BUT YOUR WILLINGNESS TO MOVE

24  THINGS QUICKLY AND ALLOW ME TO FOCUS ON THAT WAS TRULY

25  A -- TRULY HELPFUL TO ME, SO THANK YOU.

26      I FEEL LIKE IN THE TENTATIVE --

27      THE COURT:  SO LET ME UNDERSTAND.  I MEAN, I

28  UNDERSTAND THAT YOU'VE TRAVELED FAR.  YOU ARE GOING TO
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1  AMEND THE COMPLAINT, WHICH WOULD SEEM TO MAKE -- AND I

2  DON'T KNOW IF YOU'RE GOING TO ULTIMATELY AMEND THE

3  COMPLAINT IN KEEPING WITH THE COURT'S RULING -- BUT IT

4  WOULD SEEM TO MAKE THE DISCUSSION CONCERNING THE DEMURRER

5  MOOT, WOULDN'T IT?

6      AND IF NOT, ARE YOU ARGUING BECAUSE YOU'RE

7  LOOKING FOR SOME ADVISORY OPINION FROM THE COURT?

8      MR. FRANKLIN:  I'M NOT ARGUING, THOUGH --

9      THE COURT:  WELL, LET ME HEAR FROM THE DEFENSE

10  COUNSEL.  IS THERE ANY -- BASED ON COUNSEL'S

11  REPRESENTATION, IS THERE ANY REASON TO GO FORWARD WITH

12  THIS MATTER IN YOUR VIEW?

13      MR. LEVEE:  I DON'T THINK SO, YOUR HONOR.  THE

14  ONLY THING I WAS GOING TO SAY -- OBVIOUSLY ICANN SUBMITS

15  ON THE TENTATIVE.  WE'RE IN AN UNUSUAL POSITION WHERE THE

16  COURT HAS NOW DETERMINED TWICE, THE TWO CONSECUTIVE

17  COMPLAINTS --

18      THE COURT:  RIGHT.

19      MR. LEVEE:  -- THAT THE CAUSES OF ACTION DO NOT

20  STATE A CLAIM, AND THAT THE PLAINTIFF LACKS STANDING TO

21  PURSUE A CLAIM.  SO ALL I WAS GOING TO DO WAS STATE FOR

22  THE RECORD, SINCE WE DO HAVE A COURT REPORTER, THAT IN

23  THE EVENT PLAINTIFF ELECTS TO AMEND, NOTWITHSTANDING THE

24  COURT'S TENTATIVE THAT STATES THE LIKELIHOOD THAT THE

25  AMENDMENT WOULD BE FUTILE, ICANN SIMPLY WISHES TO RESERVE

26  ITS RIGHT TO MOVE FOR SANCTIONS BECAUSE IT'S AN EXPENSIVE

27  THING TO KEEP COMING BACK HERE TO DEMURRER.  AND BASED ON

28  THE TWO COMPLAINTS THAT WE'VE SEEN, I DON'T SEE A CAUSE
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1  OF ACTION LURKING IN THERE, SO I DON'T KNOW WHAT IT IS

2  THAT COULD BE DONE VIA AMENDMENT.  AND I'LL RESTRICT MY

3  COMMENTS TO THAT.

4      THE COURT:  I UNDERSTAND YOUR POSITION, BELIEVE

5  ME.  AS THE COURT INDICATED SOMEWHAT ADVISEDLY THIS WOULD

6  BE A THIRD ATTEMPT.  THE COURT RECOGNIZES THAT, BUT

7  I'M -- DECISIONS WERE MADE BEFORE THIS COURT, BEFORE THIS

8  BENCH OFFICER HAS PRESIDED OVER THIS MATTER.  I CERTAINLY

9  AM NOT ONE TO UPSET ANY DECISIONS THE PRIOR BENCH OFFICER

10  MADE NOR CAN I REALISTICALLY.

11      SO I AM LOOKING AT THIS ANEW, AND I THINK IN --

12  AT LEAST IN TERMS OF THE WAY I VIEWED SOME OF THIS -- AND

13  I DON'T REMEMBER IF THE PRIOR BENCH OFFICER REALLY

14  ADDRESSED THE ISSUE OF STANDING HEAD ON.  I DON'T THINK

15  HE DID.

16      MR. LEVEE:  NOT AS DIRECTLY AS YOU DID, YOUR

17  HONOR.

18      THE COURT:  ALL RIGHT.  I DIDN'T THINK HE DID.

19  BUT, AGAIN, I DIDN'T WANT TO BE NECESSARILY INFLUENCED

20  BECAUSE THIS IS A DIFFERENT COMPLAINT, AND I'M LOOKING AT

21  IT -- HE LOOKED AT A DIFFERENT COMPLAINT THAN I DID, SO I

22  I'VE GOT TO TAKE ALL OF THAT INTO CONSIDERATION.

23      SO IT'S AS IF I'M LOOKING AT IT FOR THE FIRST

24  TIME.  AND MAYBE IF I HAD LOOKED AT IT A SECOND TIME, I

25  WOULD HAVE FELT DIFFERENTLY, AND I WOULD HAVE FELT AS YOU

26  DID THAT, HEY, WE'VE BEEN THERE.  WE'VE DONE THAT.  WE'RE

27  DONE.  BUT I LOOKED AT IT FOR THE FIRST TIME, AND I WOULD

28  SAY YOUR BRIEFS, I THOUGHT, WERE VERY SHARP.  YOU MADE --
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1  THIS IS -- MADE A STRONG AN ARGUMENT AS I THINK HE COULD.

2      I HAD TO EDUCATE MYSELF ABOUT THIS ENTIRE

3  PROCESS, PERHAPS AS JUDGE GOORVITCH DID AS WELL.  I DON'T

4  KNOW.  BUT I FELT THAT I'VE EDUCATED MYSELF BASED ON THE

5  BRIEFING AND BASED ON SOME RESEARCH ABOUT THE PROCESSES,

6  THE SYSTEMS, HOW THE COMPANIES OPERATE, THE WHOLE, YOU

7  KNOW, GETTING A DOMAIN NAME, SOMETHING THAT I'VE NOT BEEN

8  APPRISED OF BEFORE TO SUFFICIENTLY ADDRESS THE ISSUE AT

9  LEAST AT THE PLEADING STAGE.

10      IT IS THE PLEADING STAGE.  IT'S NOT SUMMARY

11  JUDGMENT.  AND SOME OF THE ARGUMENTS THAT BOTH PARTIES

12  PUT BEFORE THIS COURT AMOUNTED TO MORE ISSUES THAT I

13  THINK WOULD NORMALLY BE RESOLVED WITH DISCOVERY AND

14  LOOKING OUTSIDE THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE COMPLAINT.  I

15  CONFINED MYSELF TO THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE COMPLAINT.  SO

16  THAT'S A LONG-WINDED WAY OF SAYING I APPRECIATE YOUR

17  POSITION.

18      I'VE LOOKED AT IT FOR THE FIRST TIME, SO IN MY

19  VIEW I AM MAKING A DECISION NOTWITHSTANDING WHAT THE

20  PRIOR BENCH OFFICER DID BEFORE ME.  AND I'M WILLING --

21  AND AS I SAID, YOU KNOW, THERE THAT'S STANDING ISSUE.

22  I'M WILLING TO GIVE THE PLAINTIFFS A FURTHER SHOT BASED

23  ON MY UNDERSTANDING AND VIEW OF THE PLEADINGS AND

24  INCLUDING ADDRESSING THE STANDING ISSUE AND CONVINCING

25  THIS COURT AND PERHAPS YOURSELF THAT THEY DO HAVE

26  STANDING.  SO THAT'S THE COURT'S RATIONALE.

27      NOW, HAVING -- I WANTED TO GET YOUR VIEW AS TO

28  WHETHER WE NEEDED TO PROCEED.  I'M RESPECTING COUNSEL'S
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1  POSITION THAT HE'S TRAVELED FAR.  HE WANTS TO BE HEARD.

2  BUT I'M ALSO, GIVEN THE REVISAL, IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR AN

3  ADVISORY OPINION, IF YOU WILL, TO DIRECT YOU AS TO WHAT

4  PLEADING WOULD PASS MUSTER, I THINK THE COURT HAS DONE

5  WHAT IT NEEDS TO DO BY WAY OF THE TENTATIVE.  BUT I WILL

6  HEAR FROM YOU.

7      MR. FRANKLIN:  I APPRECIATE THAT.  I GUESS

8  GIVEN WHAT YOU JUST SAID, I'M NOT LOOKING FOR AN ADVISORY

9  OPINION.  BUT THE PRIOR JUDGE ACTUALLY SAID WE SHOULD

10  AMEND TO INCLUDE A POLICY CONCERNING SINGLE-LETTER

11  DOMAIN.

12      THE COURT:  RIGHT.

13      MR. FRANKLIN:  THAT WAS THAT.  AND THAT'S THE

14  AMENDED COMPLAINT THAT WE FILED BASED ON HIS GUIDANCE.

15  YOU'VE GIVEN US NEW GUIDANCE, AND WE WANT TO FOLLOW THAT

16  GUIDANCE.

17      THE COURT:  AND I GUESS THEN I'VE GIVEN SOME

18  GUIDANCE THAT'S SEPARATE AND APART FROM THE OTHER BENCH

19  OFFICER BECAUSE YOU'RE MAKING ALLEGATIONS ABOUT POLICY

20  AND ABOUT WHAT YOU BELIEVE -- HOW YOU BELIEVE THAT POLICY

21  WAS ESTABLISHED; RIGHT?  INCLUDING -- OH, GOSH.  THE

22  VERISIGN LETTER HAVING BEEN POSTED BY ICANN.  I CAN USE

23  THAT ACRONYM, I TAKE IT.  I DIDN'T IN THE TENTATIVE.

24      MR. LEVEE:  YES, YOUR HONOR.

25      THE COURT:  AND THAT'S WHAT IT'S

26  EUPHEMISTICALLY REFERRED TO?

27      MR. LEVEE:  CORRECT.

28      THE COURT:  AND SO THERE ARE TWO -- THERE ARE
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1  TWO EXAMPLES OF IT.  "EXAMPLE" IS NOT THE RIGHT WORD.

2  THERE ARE TWO GROUNDS FOR YOUR ESTABLISHING POLICY.  ONE

3  WAS THE VERISIGN LETTER THAT WAS POSTED, WHICH YOU SORT

4  OF SUGGESTED WAS ADOPTED BY ICANN, AND, THEREFORE, WAS

5  ICANN'S POLICY.  I GET THAT.

6      THE SECOND WAS WITH REGARDS TO HOW MUSK WAS

7  TREATED IN TERMS OF THE -- WHAT WAS IT?  THE X.COM DOMAIN

8  NAME OR SOMETHING.  THOSE WERE THE TWO THAT AS I RECALL

9  YOU WERE FOCUSED ON IN TERMS OF ESTABLISHING POLICIES AND

10  PROCEDURES; CORRECT?

11      MR. FRANKLIN:  YES.  THERE ARE OTHER POLICIES

12  IN ADDITION TO THAT INVOLVING NONDISCRIMINATION.

13      THE COURT:  RIGHT.

14      MR. FRANKLIN:  INVOLVING NOT BEING A REGISTRAR,

15  WHICH THEY ARE ACTING AS, NOT WAREHOUSING DOMAIN NAMES,

16  WHICH THEY ARE PLAINLY DOING HERE.  SO THERE ARE MULTIPLE

17  POLICIES THAT WE WOULD PROBABLY DO BETTER TO FLESH OUT IN

18  THE FUTURE.

19      THE COURT:  OKAY.  WELL, I WAS GOING TO ASK.

20  SO YOUR INTENT IS TO FILE AN AMENDED COMPLAINT IN WHICH

21  YOU WOULD MORE COMPARABLY ALLEGE THAT THERE WAS A POLICY

22  AND THERE WAS A RELATIONSHIP ESTABLISHED BETWEEN YOUR

23  CLIENT AND ICANN?

24      MR. FRANKLIN:  YES, AND IN MORE DETAIL.  SO IF

25  WE SAY SOMETHING IS UNFAIR, TELL YOU WHAT'S UNFAIR, WHY

26  IT'S UNFAIR, IN MORE VIVID DETAIL THAN WE DID IN THE

27  ORIGINAL COMPLAINT.  IF WE SAY THERE'S A CONTRACT, WHAT'S

28  THE DATE OF THE CONTRACT, WHEN WAS IT FORMED, HOW WAS IT
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1  FORMED, ET CETERA.

2      THE COURT:  THE PARTIES ARE AWARE, CORRECT,

3  THAT WITH THE DEMURRER WE'RE LOOKING AT THE FOUR CORNERS

4  OF THE PLEADING AND WHATEVER MIGHT BE ATTACHED TO THE

5  COMPLAINT; RIGHT?  AND WITH A DEMURRER THERE IS LIBERAL

6  CONSTRUCTION TO THE ADVANTAGE OF THE PLEADER.  SO AT

7  LEAST IN MY EXPERIENCE, NOT -- THE LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION

8  RULE IS SUCH WHERE A DEMURRER IS NOT THE EASIEST THING TO

9  HAVE GRANTED.

10      SO, AT ANY RATE, WITH THAT BEING SAID, ANYTHING

11  ELSE YOU WANTED TO --

12      MR. FRANKLIN:  NO, UNLESS YOU WANT US TO

13  ADDRESS THE CASE MANAGEMENT PAPER THAT WE FILED.

14      THE COURT:  I'M SORRY?  CASE MANAGEMENT PAPER

15  THAT YOU FILED?

16      MR. LEVEE:  WE WERE HERE SEPARATELY FOR A CASE

17  MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE, BUT I SUPPOSE YOU WANT TO CONTINUE

18  THAT.

19      THE COURT:  OH, I'M NOT -- WELL, AND IF I WERE

20  TO ADOPT THE TENTATIVE RULING, I WOULD HAVE CONTINUED IT

21  AS WELL BECAUSE THE MATTER WOULD NOT BE QUITE AT ISSUE.

22      MR. LEVEE:  HOW LONG WOULD THE PLAINTIFF HAVE

23  TO AMEND?

24      MR. FRANKLIN:  WE WERE GIVEN 10 DAYS.

25      MR. LEVEE:  OH, THAT'S --

26      THE COURT:  WELL, AND I WAS GOING TO ASK,

27  BECAUSE I ALWAYS DO, WHETHER THERE'S ANY REASON WHY YOU

28  NEEDED MORE.
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1      MR. FRANKLIN:  I MEAN, YOU ALWAYS WANT A LITTLE

2  BIT MORE TIME OF COURSE.  WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE TO GET 20

3  DAYS INSTEAD OF 10?

4      THE COURT:  YES.  EVEN OVER OBJECTIONS, I WOULD

5  ALLOW YOU THAT UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES.

6      ALL RIGHT.  SO I UNDERSTAND YOUR REPRESENTATION

7  THAT YOU'RE GOING TO FILE AN AMENDED COMPLAINT.  IF YOUR

8  AMENDED COMPLAINT HAD BEEN FILED AS WE SPEAK, THIS

9  TENTATIVE AND THIS MOTION WOULD BE MOOT, BUT IT HASN'T

10  BEEN FILED.

11      SO I UNDERSTAND ICANN IS SUBMITTING, AND IT

12  SOUNDS LIKE YOU'RE SUBMITTING BECAUSE YOU INTEND TO FILE

13  AN AMENDED COMPLAINT?

14      MR. FRANKLIN:  CORRECT.

15      THE COURT:  ALL RIGHT.  BASED ON THE FACT THAT

16  BOTH PARTIES HAVE SUBMITTED AND THE MATTER IS STILL OPEN

17  BECAUSE WE DON'T HAVE THAT AMENDED COMPLAINT, THE COURT

18  IS ADOPTING AS THE ORDER OF THE COURT THE TENTATIVE

19  RULING THAT WAS POSTED YESTERDAY.  AND THE COURT IS GOING

20  TO CONTINUE THE CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE TO AN

21  APPROPRIATE DATE WITH AN UNDERSTANDING THAT IN THE

22  INTERIM THERE WILL BE AN AMENDED COMPLAINT.

23      THERE MAY BE FURTHER MOTION PRACTICE.  IF

24  THERE'S NOT FURTHER MOTION PRACTICE, THERE WILL BE AN

25  ANSWER.  SO IF YOU ARE TO UTILIZE THE 20 DAYS, THAT WOULD

26  MEAN WE'RE LOOKING AT NO LESS THAN 50 DAYS OUT OR

27  THEREABOUTS.  I THINK THAT'S RIGHT.  SO --

28      MR. LEVEE:  I THINK ICANN WOULD HAVE 30 DAYS TO
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1  RESPOND TO THE NEW COMPLAINT.

2      THE COURT:  WELL, EXACTLY.  THAT'S WHY I'M

3  SAYING WE'RE LOOKING AT NO LESS THAN 50 DAYS OUT, 20 PLUS

4  30.

5      MR. LEVEE:  YES.  THANK YOU.

6      THE COURT:  SO I WOULD SAY ANYTHING BEYOND 60

7  DAYS WOULD BE APPROPRIATE.  BASED ON OUR CALENDAR,

8  FRANKLY, WE MAY HAVE TO PUSH IT OUT LONGER THAN THAT.

9      MR. LEVEE:  IF THERE IS AN AMENDED COMPLAINT

10  AND IF ICANN FILES A DEMURRER, WOULD THE COURT BE

11  RECEPTIVE TO CONTINUING WHATEVER CASE MANAGEMENT

12  CONFERENCE DATE IT WOULD GIVE US TO THE HEARING DATE ON

13  THE DEMURRER?

14      THE COURT:  YES.

15      MR. LEVEE:  THANK YOU.

16      THE COURT:  YES, I THINK THAT WOULD BE

17  APPROPRIATE.  I MEAN, NORMALLY WE WOULDN'T HAVE A CASE

18  MANAGEMENT.  WE WON'T BE SETTING DATES OF A CASE

19  MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE UNTIL THE MATTER IS AT ISSUE.

20      MR. LEVEE:  I APPRECIATE IT, YOUR HONOR.

21      THE CLERK:  MAY 7.

22      THE COURT:  ALL RIGHT.  SO THAT SHOULD BE MORE

23  THAN ENOUGH TIME.  SO THE CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE IS

24  CONTINUED TO MAY 7 AT 8:30 A.M.

25      ALL COUNSEL REPRESENTING PARTIES IN THIS MATTER

26  ARE PRESENT BEFORE THE COURT; CORRECT?

27      MR. LEVEE:  YES.

28      THE COURT:  DO YOU WAIVE NOTICE?
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1      MR. LEVEE:  YES.

2      MR. FRANKLIN:  YES.

3      THE COURT:  OKAY.  AND IT IS NOTED THAT NOTICE

4  IS WAIVED.

5      SO IT'S AN INTERESTING CASE.  WE'LL SEE HOW WE

6  GO.  AND, YOU KNOW, I UNDERSTAND YOUR CLIENT'S CONCERNED

7  THAT IT FEELS LIKE, YOU KNOW, A REDO OR DEJA VU OR, YOU

8  KNOW, HERE WE GO AGAIN, BUT I'VE EXPLAINED AS WELL AS I

9  CAN THE COURT'S THINKING.  AND I APPRECIATE THE FACT IT

10  MAY BE REQUIRING YOU TO CIRCLE THE WAGONS AGAIN AND DO

11  ADDITIONAL WORK AT THE EXPENSE OF YOUR CLIENT, BUT I WANT

12  TO MAKE SURE WE GET IT ALL RIGHT.

13      MR. LEVEE:  THANK YOU.

14      MR. FRANKLIN:  THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.

15      THE COURT:  THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH.  HAVE A

16  GOOD DAY.  YOU TAKE GOOD CARE.

17      MR. FRANKLIN:  THANK YOU.

18      MR. HELLMICH:  THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.

19      THE COURT:  THANK YOU.

20

21

22      (WHEREUPON, THE PROCEEDINGS WERE CONCLUDED.)

23

24

25

26

27

28
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1      SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

2         FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

3

4  DEPARTMENT 39       HON.  TONY L. RICHARDSON, JUDGE

5  VERANDAGLOBAL.COM, INC., A    )
  FLORIDA CORPORATION, AND BRYAN  )
6  TALLMAN, CALIFORNIA CITIZEN,   )
                  )
7           PLAINTIFFS,  )
                  )
8  VS.               ) CASE NO. 23STCV19554
                  )
9  INTERNET CORPORATION FOR     )
  ASSIGNED NAMES AND NUMBERS, A  )

10  CALIFORNIA CORPORATION, AND   )
  DOES 1-10,            )
11                  )
           DEFENDANTS.  )

12  _______________________________ )

13

14                REPORTER'S
                CERTIFICATE
15

16      I, JENNIFER AGUILAR, CSR NO. 12993, OFFICIAL

17  COURT REPORTER PRO TEMPORE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE

18  STATE OF CALIFORNIA, FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, DO

19  HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING PAGES 1 THROUGH 15,

20  INCLUSIVE, COMPRISE A FULL, TRUE AND CORRECT TRANSCRIPT OF

21  THE PROCEEDINGS TAKEN IN THE ABOVE-ENTITLED MATTER ON

22  JANUARY 29, 2025.

23

24      DATED THIS 14TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2025.

25

26

27           _______________________________
           JENNIFER AGUILAR, CSR NO. 12993
28           OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER PRO TEMPORE
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