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Christopher Hellmich (SBN 224169) 
chellmich@hellmichlaw.com 
HELLMICH LAW GROUP, P.C. 
40101 Monterey Ave. B1, #419 
Rancho Mirage, California 92270 
Tel.: 949.287.5708 

Talcott J. Franklin – pro hac vice  
tal@tfpc.me 
TFPC, A MAINE PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
181 Western Promenade 
Portland, Maine 04102 
Tel.: 214.642.9191 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs Verandaglobal.com, Inc. 
and Bryan Tallman 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

VERANDAGLOBAL.COM, INC., a Florida 
corporation, and BRYAN TALLMAN, a 
California citizen,  

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

INTERNET CORPORATION FOR 
ASSIGNED NAMES AND NUMBERS, INC., a 
California Corporation, DOES 1-10, and ALL 
PERSONS UNKNOWN, claiming any legal or 
equitable right, title, estate, lien, or interest in the 
property described in the complaint adverse to 
plaintiff's title, or any cloud upon plaintiff's title 
thereto, 

Defendants. 

_______________________________________ 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No.: 23STCV19554 

Assigned to Hon. Tony L. Richardson 

DECLARATION OF CHRISTOPHER 
HELLMICH IN SUPPORT OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS ON DOE DEFENDANTS 
BY PUBLICATION 
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I, Christopher Hellmich, declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney at law, licensed to practice in the State of California and before this 

Court. I am an attorney with the law firm of Hellmich Law Group, PC, an attorney of record for 

Plaintiffs Verandaglobal.com, Inc. and Bryan Tallman. 

2. I submit this Declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Request for Service of Process on 

Doe Defendants by Publication.  

3. The Plaintiffs Verified the Second Amended Complaint (“SAC”).  

4. If called as a witness in this matter, I could and would competently testify of my own 

personal knowledge as to the matters set forth herein except where stated on information and belief, 

and where stated on information and belief, I believe them to be true. 

5. I along with Plaintiffs have undertaken a search for all persons unknown, claiming any 

legal or equitable right, title, estate, lien, or interest in the property described in Plaintiffs’ SAC adverse 

to Plaintiffs’ title, or any cloud upon Plaintiffs’ title thereto. 

6. Plaintiffs have used reasonable diligence to ascertain the identity and residence of and to 

serve summons on the persons named as unknown defendants. Specifically, I ascertained that IANA, a 

function of ICANN, entered an ”IANA Naming Function Contract” with Public Technical Identifiers 

(“PTI”), a California nonprofit public benefit corporation, and I reviewed that contract to determine if 

it provided PTI any interest in the domain names.  That contract did not appear to provide PTI with an 

interest in the domain names at issue.   

7. Plaintiffs also reviewed the Second Amendment to .Com Registry Agreement 

authorizing the auction of O.com,1 as well as the names of the intended recipients of the auction 

proceeds that subsequently redacted from the planned Second Amendment.2  While the intended 

recipients had an interest in receiving donations from the auction, none of those entities have claimed a 

direct property interest in or ownership of the domain names at issue.   

 

1 A true and correct copy of the planned ICANN Second Amendment to .com Registry Agreement can be found at 
https://itp.cdn.icann.org/en/files/registry-agreements/com/com-amend-2-pdf-27mar19-en.pdf   
2 Exhibit A of the Second Amendment to .com Registry Agreement states: “[REDACTED FOR CONFIDENTIALITY]” 
https://www.firstplace.com/ICANNsecondamendmentunredactedandredacted.pdf 

https://itp.cdn.icann.org/en/files/registry-agreements/com/com-amend-2-pdf-27mar19-en.pdf
https://www.firstplace.com/ICANNsecondamendmentunredactedandredacted.pdf
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8. Plaintiffs searched records related to the United States Department of Commerce and 

determined that the United States Department of Commerce does not appear to claim an interest in the 

domain names at issue.   

9. Plaintiffs thoroughly searched the Whois.com registry, including checking the 

registration records for every Single-Character IDN .com/.net Single-Character domain name offered 

by VeriSign, the registry for .com and .net. Plaintiffs also performed numerous other supplemental 

internet searches related to the Single-Character domain names at issue. Plaintiffs have found no 

evidence through any of these searches that any other entity claimed an interest in the Single-Character 

IDN .com/.net Single-Character domain names at issue in this case. 

10. Neither I nor Plaintiffs I know of no other contracts, database, internet searches, or 

other methods that would demonstrate an interest in the Single-Character IDN .com/.net Single-

Character domain names at issue in this case.   

11. Plaintiff FPI also waged a public campaign regarding the domain names at issue and this 

suit was the subject of coverage by media followed by those with an interest in domain names. I 

reasonably believe this publicity would have alerted anyone claiming an interest in the domain names of 

Plaintiffs’ claims regarding the domain names.  

12. ICANN and Mr. Tallman are the only other persons or entities that Plaintiffs have 

reason to believe may claim an interest in the Single-Character IDN .com/.net Single-Character domain 

names at issue in this case, and both of them are already before the Court. 

13. As no other entity has come forward to claim an interest in the domain names at issue, 

Plaintiffs request that the court order service of process on the Doe Defendants by publication 

pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure § 415.50 and the provisions of California Code of Civil 

Procedure Part 2, Title 10, Article IV. 

14. However, to the extent any such person or entity exists that claims an interest in 

Plaintiffs’ titles and/or has claims that cloud Plaintiffs’ titles, such person or entity claims title to 

personal property located within this state that is subject to the jurisdiction of this Court, and Plaintiffs 

request that any such person or entity appear as a Defendant in Plaintiffs’ Quiet Title action.  
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15. Plaintiffs have selected the San Fernando Valley Sun (“The Sun”) newspaper for the 

publication. The Sun holds itself out as follows: “The San Fernando Valley Sun is adjudicated as a 

newspaper of general circulation by the Superior Court of the County of Los Angeles. We can help you 

with all your legal publishing needs like Name Change, Summons, Probate, Public Lien Sales and other 

court-ordered publishing.” 

16. Plaintiffs reasonably believe The Sun is an appropriate publication for service of process 

of the verified SAC on the Doe Defendants.  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is 

true and correct. Executed on March 5, 2025 in Rancho Mirage, California.  

 

_______________________________   
Christopher Hellmich 

 

 




