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Christopher Hellmich (SBN 224169) 
chellmich@hellmichlaw.com 
HELLMICH LAW GROUP, P.C. 
40101 Monterey Ave. B1, #419 
Rancho Mirage, California 92270 
Tel.: 949.287.5708 
 
Talcott J. Franklin – pro hac vice filed 
tal@tfpc.me 
TFPC, A MAINE PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION  
181 Western Promenade 
Portland, Maine 04102 
Tel.: 214.642.9191 
  
Jonathan Sahrbeck – pro hac vice filed 
jonathansahrbeck@sahrbeckpc.com 
SAHRBECK P.C.  
15 Silva Drive 
Cape Elizabeth, Maine 04107 
Tel.: 207.233.8500 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs Verandaglobal.com, Inc. 
and Bryan Tallman 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

 

VERANDAGLOBAL.COM, INC., a Florida 
corporation, and BRYAN TALLMAN, a 
California citizen,  
 
 Plaintiffs, 
 

vs. 
 
INTERNET CORPORATION FOR 
ASSIGNED NAMES AND NUMBERS, INC., a 
California Corporation, and DOES 1-10, 
 
 Defendants. 
 
_______________________________________ 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
)  
) 
) 
) 

CASE No.: 23STCV19554  
 
DECLARATION OF TALCOTT J. 
FRANKLIN IN SUPPORT OF 
PLAINTIFFS’ EX PARTE APPLICATION  
 
Complaint Filed:        August 16, 2023 
FAC Filed:                 March 14, 2024 
Judge:                        Hon. Tony L. Richardson 
Hrng Date:                October 1, 2024 
Time:                         8:30 AM 
Dept.:                        39 

 



 

 

2 
 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

I, Talcott J. Franklin, declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney at law, licensed to practice in the States of Maine, Michigan, North 

Carolina, South Carolina (inactive), and Texas. I am an attorney with the law firm of TFPC, a Maine 

Professional Corporation, and lead attorney of record for Plaintiffs Verandaglobal.com, Inc. and Bryan 

Tallman.  The Court approved my pro hac vice application on January 3, 2024. 

2. If called as a witness in this matter, I could and would competently testify of my own 

personal knowledge as to the matters set forth. 

3. I submit this Declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Ex Parte Application. This is the most 

difficult motion (or, in this case, Application) I have ever submitted to a Court of Law since beginning 

my practice in 1995.  If there are mistakes in this Application, I apologize in advance and ask for 

understanding by both the Court and Opposing Counsel.   

4. In June 2024, I learned that my mother had numerous fatal untreatable conditions due to 

her advanced age.  We were fortunate in July 2024 to have an amazing 90th Birthday Party for her with 

virtually all of her friends and family.   

5. On Friday September 27, 2024, I learned my mother had been admitted to Salem (OR) 

Hospital for what her doctor told me was a non-fatal medical issue.  He anticipated she would be 

released to hospice.   

6. On Saturday, September 28, 2024, I learned that my mother had taken a turn for the 

worse.  I immediately booked a flight and told my father I would be there on September 29, 2024.  After 

that, my father told me my mother was no longer responding to his touch or kisses.  This was significant 

and heartbreaking.  My parents have the most beautiful relationship I have ever seen between a married 

couple.  They love each other unconditionally.  They exemplify the way a married couple should treat 

each other.   

7. On Sunday, September 29, 2024, I spoke to my mother’s nurse at Salem Hospital.  She 

stated that my mother, in accordance with her wishes, was on “comfort care”.   As explained to me, this 

meant that hospital staff anticipates that she will not survive this hospital stay and, in accordance with 
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her wishes, no efforts are being made to prolong her life.   

8. Given my father’s deep and unrelenting love for my mother, I need to be present for him 

if and when she passes.  I therefore ask that the Court rule on this Application without a hearing, even if 

opposed by ICANN. 

9. Despite my understanding that this day would come, I am heartbroken.  I love my 

mother so much.  My grief is certainly clouding my judgment.  For example, I failed to inform my wife 

and children of my travel plans, which is inexcusable.  Given that massive lapse in judgment, I do not 

believe I could effectively argue any motion (or Application) before a Court.   

10. Due to the rapidity of these events, I have not informed opposing counsel of this aspect 

of the Application.  I will have my local counsel send opposing counsel a copy of this Declaration and 

hope for ICANN’s understanding and consent.  I remind opposing counsel that we postponed the 

hearing on this Demurer on a prior occasion because their lead counsel wanted to take a vacation, and 

Plaintiffs consented to that request. 

11. The relief requested is as follows:  Because I do not at this time believe myself competent 

to argue the Application concerning the issues raised about the Opposition to the Demurer, I ask that 

the Court bifurcate the ruling on this Application.  I respectfully ask the Court to rule on continuing the 

October 3, 2024 Demurer hearing to a later date (I respectfully ask that the Court not schedule it for 

November 1-4 as I have a Fourth Circuit hearing and significant pro bono commitment on those dates).  I 

also ask the Court to defer ruling on the second aspect of this Application concerning our Opposition to 

the Demurer until a mutually agreed upon date by the Parties prior to the date for ruling on the 

Demurer.   

12. I expect opposing counsel to oppose this aspect of the Application, based on prior 

communications.  I note that we have never denied opposing counsel an extension or accommodation.   

13. The names, addresses, telephone numbers, and email addresses of any attorneys 

representing any party known to the applicant are in the signature block and the certificate of service 

attached to the Application.   
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  Executed in Salem, 

Oregon on September ___, 2024 

  
 
_____________________ 
Talcott J. Franklin 
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