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1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the progress of ICANN org’s events and projects in the Middle East 
region during the period from 1 July 2025 to 31 December 2025. These activities support three of the four strategic objectives 
outlined in the Fiscal Year 2026 Middle East Implementation Plan, which guides ICANN’s engagement in the region. 

Specifically, the report highlights progress toward the following strategic objectives: 

● Evolving and promoting ICANN’s multistakeholder model to sustain an inclusive approach to Internet governance 

● Collaborating with relevant stakeholders to evolve the Internet’s unique identifier systems 

● Strengthening the stability and security of the Internet’s unique identifier systems 

The ICANN Global Stakeholder Engagement (GSE) Middle East team is committed to providing semi-annual reports to 
document progress toward achieving these strategic objectives throughout fiscal year 2026. 

 
 

2. Middle East Engagement Activities: Overview 
 
Over the first six months of FY26 (1 July 2025–30 December 2025), the GSE Middle East team conducted 81 engagement 
activities in fourteen countries across the region. As indicated in the FY 2026 Implementation Plan, engagement activities 
included different types of virtual and on-site events, such as private meetings, local events, hands-on training, workshops, 
and webinars. The GSE Middle East team engaged with more than 2500 people through the wide range of topics such as 
Domain Name System (DNS) Operations, Domain Name System Security Extensions (DNSSEC), KINDNS, the New Generic 
Top-Level Domains (gTLD) Program: 2026 Round, Internationalized Domain Names (IDNs), and Universal Acceptance (UA). 
 
The graphics below illustrate alignment with ICANN’s FY26–FY30 Strategic Plan, regional activity mapping, and engaged 
audience profiles. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/files/middle-east-implementation-plan-fy2026-01jul25-en.pdf
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a.  Engagement Activities by ICANN Strategic Objectives for FY26–FY30 
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b. Engagement activities by Country1 
 

 
 
 

 
1 Ireland is listed in this graphic because a Middle East Space session was held during the ICANN84 Annual General Meeting (AGM)  in Dublin, 

Ireland.  
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c. Engagement Activities by Audience Type 
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3. Regional Activities with Status and Progress 
 
 

Regional Activity 
Engagement 

Status 
Key Performance Indicators 

1.1.1 Utilize existing regional platforms to 

foster collaboration amongst the regional 

community 

In progress 

● Middle East Space session at the ICANN84 Annual 

General Meeting 

● Number of participants:33, including 10 remote 

participants 

1.1.2 Promote ICANN’s newcomer programs 

(Fellowship and NextGen@ICANN) and online 

learning platform 

In progress 

● Four fellows were selected for ICANN84 AGM and 

only three of them could attend the meeting 

● Two NextGen members attended ICANN84 AGM 

● Five ICANN Learn courses utilized as part of Training 

for Fresh Graduates and Women in ICT: Oman 

1.1.3 Engage with Fellows and NextGen 

alumni beyond ICANN meetings 
In progress 

● Three follow-up calls with ICANN84 Fellows 

● Two fellows joined the Middle East mailing list 

1.1.4 Execute Academic Engagement Plan In progress 

● Eleven academic engagement activities 

● Eight universities from six countries: Egypt, Jordan, 

Pakistan,Tunisia, the Republic of Türkiye, and the 

United Arab Emirates 

● Engaged with 228 students  

● Topics covered included an overview of ICANN, 

DNS101, DNSSEC, UA, and EAI 

● Two students were selected as ICANN Fellows, and 

two students were selected as NextGen@ICANN 

participants 
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1.1.5 Engage with stakeholders from 

underrepresented communities and countries 
In progress 

● Supported and participated in the Afghanistan 

Network Operators Group and engaged with 40 

participants 

● One fellow from Yemen 

● Meeting with Yemeni Organization for Development 

and Emerging Technologies 

1.1.6 Participate in relevant national public 

consultation 
Not started 

● Relevant national public consultation opportunities did 

not arise during this reporting period. 

1.1.7 Engagement with Governments, 

Regulators and IGOs 
In progress 

● Engaged with twelve government entities in the 

following countries: Bahrain, Egypt,  Qatar, Lebanon, 

Pakistan, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and United 

Arab Emirates 

● Engaged with approximately 250 government officials 

● Follow-up meetings with Pakistan for strengthening 

Internet Governance related events 

1.3.1 Support and participate in 

multistakeholder forums at the national and 

regional levels 

In progress 

● Continued coordination with RIPE NCC and ISOC for 

planning of MEAC-SIG 2026 

● Supported and participated at three schools of 

Internet governance: the Pakistan School of Internet 

Governance, North Africa School of Internet 

Governance, and the Local APIGA in Pakistan 

3.1.1 Present and discuss UA/EAI and the 

importance of their adoption 

In progress ● Thirty-three engagement activities in 10 countries 

● UA/EAI was discussed at two events: MENOG 2025 

and the Local APIGA in Pakistan. 

● Engaged with 282 participants  

3.1.2 Encourage and promote the hosting of 

UA Day Events (National & Regional) 
In progress 

● Outreach meetings in 10 countries  

● Total 280 people reached out 

● Six UA day applications from four countries 
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3.1.3 Collaborating with academia to integrate 

UA into curricula 
In progress 

● Continued engagement with two universities 

3.1.4 Engage registries, registrars, and hosting 

providers, and encourage them to adopt and 

implement UA 

In progress 

● Meetings with three registrars 

● Three follow-up calls with registrars to plan UA 

adoption event in their services 

3.1.5 Engage with regional governments on 

initiatives and projects related to UA 
In progress 

● Discussed UA with the Governmental Advisory 

Committee members of the United Arab Emirates, 

Saudi Arabia, and Qatar 

3.1.6 Organize and participate in events and 

one-on-one meetings to discuss the Next 

Round 

In progress 

● Thirty-three engagement activities covering 10 

countries. 

● Four national events, two informational seminars 

● Reached out to approximately 500 participants from 

various stakeholder groups including governments, 

contracted parties and business 

3.2.1 Promote and utilize technical 

publications authored by OCTO, SSAC, and 

RSSAC 

In progress 

● Shared SSAC and Office of the Chief Technology 

Officer’s recent publications with interested parties 

and via mailing lists 

3.3.1 Share information on the work 

undertaken by the Internet Assigned Numbers 

Authority (IANA) 

In progress 

● Presented an overview of IANA at the Afghanistan 

NOG 

4.1.1 the Middle East Domain Name System 

(DNS) Forum 
In progress 

● ME DNS Forum 2026: 13 May 2026; Kuwait 

4.1.2 Collaborate with various stakeholders to 

raise awareness on issues and develop 

capacities in areas related to the DNS 

In progress ● Eight technical engagement events 

● Covered seven countries (Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, 

Oman, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the Republic of 

Türkiye) 

● 265 people attended trainings 

● Conducted three post-event engagement surveys and 
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out of 22 responses, 18 rated the quality of training 

excellent and four rated it as good.  

● 13 respondents indicated that they plan to apply the 

skills and knowledge acquired through the training 

4.1.3 Participate in technical forums to discuss 

ICANN’s technical work 

In progress ● Presentations and workshops delivered in MENOG 

2025 

4.1.4 Promote OCTO programs and initiatives 

(DNSSEC, KINDNS and Domain Metrica) 

In progress ● Jordan:19 entities completed KINDNS assessments 

● Republic of Türkiye: One ISP completed KINDNS 

Assessment 

● Meetings with (.tr) and (.ae) ccTLDs to explain 

Domain Metrica 

4.1.5 Collaborate with RIRs operating in the 

region on joint events and projects 

In progress ● First Internet Measurement Day in Tunisia jointly 

organized by AFRINIC, ISOC, ICANN and RIPE NCC 

● Fifty-four participants from technical community 

● Based on a post-event engagement survey, nine 

respondents rated the quality of training either good 

or excellent  

4.2.1 Raise awareness and understanding of 

the Root Server System (RSS) and its 

instances at relevant events 

In progress ● Discussed the RSS during the Oman Training for 

Fresh Graduates and Women in ICT 

4.2.2 Coordinate the deployment of new – 

or the renewal of expired – L-Root server 

instances with network operators 

In progress ● Coordination of six new L-Root requests and one 

renewal request from the region 
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4. Looking Toward More Strategic Engagement 
 

In an effort to foster long-term strategic engagement with our stakeholders, we embarked on new initiatives that catered to 
their local needs and priorities. Such engagements include: 
 

1. First Internet Measurement Day in North Africa  
ICANN, along with the Réseaux IP Européens Network Coordination Centre, the African Network Information Centre, 
and the Internet Society, organized the first ever Internet Measurement Day in Africa in Tunisia in October 2025. 
These national events can provide insight into a country’s Internet ecosystem, helping guide more targeted and 
strategic engagement. This aligns with ICANN’s strategic goal 4.1 
 

2. Technical Engagement with Jordanian Banks 
A strategic, long term engagement with the Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ), completed over several months. This 
engagement involved webinars, taking the KINDNS assessment and running zonemaster, following up with banks on 
their KINDNS results, and finally organizing a DNSSEC hands-on workshop. This engagement included 19 KINDNS 
assessments taken, and marked the first initiative of its kind. 
 
 

 

Appendix  
 

   

Engagement Status Not started 

No action taken or not started yet or no opportunities 

arose 

 In progress Progressing as planned 

 Complete Activities completed with targeted outcomes.  



 

 

 

icann.org 

@icann 

facebook.com/icannorg 

youtube.com/icannnews 

flickr.com/icann 

linkedin.com/company/icann 

instagram.com/icannorg 

 


	1. Introduction
	2. Middle East Engagement Activities: Overview
	a.  Engagement Activities by ICANN Strategic Objectives for FY26–FY30
	b. Engagement activities by Country
	c. Engagement Activities by Audience Type

	3. Regional Activities with Status and Progress
	4. Looking Toward More Strategic Engagement
	Appendix



